Safeguarding children
Policy Statement for Children and
Young People
The Brain Tumour Charity believes that children and young people should never experience abuse
of any kind. Through the implementation of this safeguarding policy, The Brain Tumour Charity will
demonstrate its commitment to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all children and young
people.

Policy aim
The Brain Tumour Charity works with children and families as part of its activities. This includes direct
contact with children and young people at family days, young adult and other charity wide events.
Being a digital-first charity, we provide a large proportion of our support online, through email, social
media, Live Chat and also via telephone and post. Please refer to our E-Safety policy for Children and
Young People for a further description of the ways we engage with and safeguard children and young
people online.
The purpose of this policy statement is:



To protect children who are in contact with The Brain Tumour Charity. This includes the children
of adults who are in contact with The Brain Tumour Charity.
To provide staff and volunteers, as well as children, young people and their families with the
overarching principles that guide our approach to safeguarding.

This policy applies to all staff, the board of trustees, volunteers (including students and ambassadors),
or anyone working on behalf of The Brain Tumour Charity.
For the purpose of this policy, the term children and young people is used to refer to those aged under
18. The term ‘children’ is used to refer to younger children who do not have the maturity and
understanding to make decisions for themselves. The term ‘Young people’ is used to refer to older,
more experienced children who typically have a greater ability to make decisions for themselves.

Legislation and guidance
This policy has been drawn up on the basis of law and guidance that seeks to protect children,
including:
What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused: advice for practitioners (Department for
Education, 2015). This describes the actions to take if you think a child is being abused.
Working together to safeguard children (Department for Education, 2018) details how organisations
should work together to keep children safe.
The Children Act (1989) is the legal framework that protects children, with an emphasis on the
children’s welfare being the paramount consideration. The Children Act (2014) strengthened the 1989
Act and encouraged closer partnerships between agencies.
It is worth noting that different guidance and laws cover different parts of the UK. The above is based
on the child protection system in England. Although the child protection systems are different in each
nation, they are based on similar principles.
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Definitions
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as:





Protecting children from maltreatment.
Preventing impairment of children’s health or development.
Ensuring that children are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe
and effective care, and
Taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes (‘Working Together’ 2018) .

In this policy, a child is defined as anyone who has not yet reached their 18th birthday.

The abuse of children and young people:
Children and young people can be abused or mistreated in a number of ways including, but not limited
to:










Physical abuse
Domestic abuse
Female Genital Mutilation
Sexual abuse
Child sexual exploitation
Emotional abuse
Child trafficking and modern slavery
Bullying
Neglect

Further information about the different types of abuse and how to recognise the signs in children and
young people can be found on the NSPCC’s website and on the charities ‘Safeguarding Children’
training on The Charity Academy.

The Brain Tumour Charity recognises that:





The welfare of children is paramount in all the work we do and in all the decisions we take.
All children, regardless of age, disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex, or
sexual orientation have an equal right to protection from all types of harm or abuse.
Some children are additionally vulnerable because of the impact of previous experiences, their
level of dependency, communication needs or other issues.
Working in partnership with children, young people, their parents, carers and other agencies is
essential in promoting young people’s welfare.

We will seek to keep children and young people safe by:








Valuing, listening to and respecting them.
Adopting child protection and safeguarding best practice through our policies and procedures
and ensuring that these are regularly reviewed and available for children and families should
they wish to see them.
All staff conducting themselves in a manner that keeps children and young people safe.
Ensuring that we take steps to safeguard children and young people’s needs online (refer to the
E-Safety Policy statement for Children and Young People).
Ensuring staff can access support and training to help them understand and respond to child
protection concerns.
Following safer recruitment practices.
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Recording, storing and using information professionally and securely, in line with data
protection legislation and guidance.
Ensuring that we provide a safe physical environment for our children, young people, staff and
volunteers, by applying health and safety measures in accordance with the law and regulatory
guidance.
Using our safeguarding and child protection procedures to share concerns and relevant
information with agencies who need to know, and involving children, young people, parents,
families and carers appropriately.
Using our procedures to manage any allegations against staff and volunteers appropriately.
Building a safeguarding culture where staff and volunteers, children, young people and their
families, treat each other with respect and are comfortable about sharing concerns.

Responsibilities
Every member of staff or volunteer is responsible for familiarising themselves with the content of this
policy and the associated safeguarding policies and procedures. Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility and it is down to the individual to raise concerns appropriately and in line with the
Safeguarding procedure.
The Safeguarding Team are responsible for reviewing and deciding on the best course of action for all
safeguarding enquiries which are received from staff across the charity. The safeguarding team
consists of staff members from Officer to ‘Head Of’ level and they bring expertise and experience from
a wide range of backgrounds including statutory social work.
The safeguarding lead, in consultation with the board of Trustees, will be responsible for regularly
updating this policy and ensuring that all employees of the charity are familiar with its contents.
Policy Reviewed: August 2021

Next review due: August 2022

Named Safeguarding Lead: Rachel Sharp
Named Trustee Safeguarding Lead: Philippa Murray
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